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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

336

Name(s) of African providing account:

James Will

Date account recorded:

1848

Date account first published:

1849

Date of entry creation or last update:

16 September 2021

Source:
Autobiographical testimony given 4 July 1848 printed on p. 184-185, Third
Report, in vol. 4 of British Parliamentary Papers (Slave Trade), First Second Third and Fourth
Reports from the Select Committee on The Slave Trade with Minutes of Evidence Appendix and
Index. Slave Trade. London: Her Majesty’s Printing Office, 1849.

Comments:
See related testimony with William Henry Pratt (Nr. 335).
Text of Account:
p. 184:
“8214. (To Mr. Will.) You have heard all the evidence now given?
[Will]—Yes.
8215. Do you or do you not agree with it; and if you do not agree with it, will you state to this
Committee on what points you do not agree with it?
[Will]—As far as I can bring to my recollection, everything is as he has stated it.
8216. You concur in the general conclusion, that the Committee must not expect to have any
large number of willing emigrants from Sierra Leone to the West Indies?
[Will]-- I do think that you will not succeed in getting people to remove over to the West Indies.
8217. Do you or do you not think that the state of the liberated Africans in Sierra Leone is
satisfactory to themselves and to this nation?
[Will]-- They are more satisfied with that place than going to Jamaica or Trinidad, or anywhere.
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8218. Are they in a state satisfactory to themselves, and which ought to be satisfactory to the
nation of England which protects them?
[Will]-- Yes, I think so.
8219. [Mr. Barkly] What wages do they receive when they are employed by merchants?
[Mr. Pratt]-- The salary of the different classes of liberated Africans is very good if one is
competent to conduct business; when I was hired I got 36 l. a year, and my employer provided
my victuals.
8220. Was that when you first came out of the Liberated African Yard?
[Pratt]-- No; when I came out of the Liberated African Yard I went to the Government School.
8221. Who supported you during that time?
[Pratt]-- The Government provided me with everything throughout.
8222. For the five years?
[Pratt]-- For the seven years.
8223. During that time you could not have gained your living?
[Pratt]-- I could not have trafficked at that time; I was at the Government disposal.
8224. What wages do you pay now if you hire labourers upon the wharfs?
[Pratt]-- I myself pay a labourer 9 d. a day; the Government and the merchants in general, pay
more when they require labourers; we used to pay 6 d. a day, but since the emigration we have to
pay 9 d. a day, because the labourers demand more.
8225. You think if they were to go away to the West Indies it would be one objection that you
would have to pay higher wages?
[Pratt]— Now they will not work under 9 d a day.
8226. That better rate of wages enables the laborers to live more comfortably?
[Pratt]— Yes.
8227. The emigration has not done any harm to those that have remained in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]— No; emigration has not done any harm amongst the liberated Africans in general; they
are active in everything.
8228. You say that the emigration has made the labourers that have remained ask for higher
wages; was it not the fact that they were a great many Africans out of the yard who stayed in the
colony of Sierra Leone last year?
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[Pratt]-- The government located them at the different villages, especially from Sierra Leone, to
the distance of 23 or 24 miles, for the safety of the people travelling through the night; the
government located people on the two sides of the road.
8229. How do these people support themselves?
[Pratt]— When they were first
p. 185:
located, the Government allowed them 2 d. or 1 ½ d. a day for three months and Mr. W. H. Pratt,
built their houses, and gave them land, and then they provided for themselves.
8230. Do they get any wages from the coloured people?
[Pratt]-- One man takes one, and another takes two, and another takes one till they provide for
themselves; if you have one to work for you, you must pay him wages, but the wages at the
beginning are very small, because they are fed, and you have to teach them agriculture.
8231. Do you pay any sum of money when you have those apprentices indentured to you?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I pay a fee for any printed indenture.
8232. How much is that?
[Pratt]-- Twenty shillings a head.
8233. Does that go to the governor or to the expenses of the colony?
[Pratt]-- I am not ready to answer that question.
8234. You said that provisions were very cheap in Free Town; do you know what is the price of
flour in Free Town?
[Pratt]-- I supplied 6o to 8o barrels to the Government before I left Sierra Leone; the tender was
for more than 2 l. a barrel; but we have qualities of various prices; this must be inspected by the
Board of Survey. We get flour according to the state of the market; sometimes we may get flour
for a l. 5s. 8 d., at another time we pay sixteen dollars, when it is in great demand.
8235. Are you not aware that those prices for flour are much the same as in the West Indies?
[Pratt]-- I do not like to say anything about the West Indies for I have never been there.
8236. As to yams, they are sold by the cwt.?
[Pratt]-- I supply the Navy cruisers with provisions; I sell them yarns for 10 s. a cwt., some for
8s. a cwt., and some for 7s. a cwt.
8237. That is the usual price of yams?
[Pratt]-- Yes; but for the carriage from the villages I would almost give it them for half the price,
because the carriage to Free Town makes it much dearer.
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8238. What means of carriage have they; have they carts?
[Pratt]-- No carts; some of them take it by canoe, and some of them who live near Free Town
bring it upon their heads.
8239. Do you recollect what country you came from before you were brought to Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I came from near the Bight of Benin.
8240. Do you often see your countrymen?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I have seen them.
8241. You have no desire to leave Sierra Leone to return to your country, have you?
[Pratt]-- I left my friends very young; I can scarcely speak the language now.
8242. You consider Sierra Leone your home?
[Pratt]-- I make it my home.
8243. [Sir E. Buxton.] How old were you when you were taken?
[Pratt]-- I was very small. I was scarcely able to give an account of myself.
8744. [Mr. Barkly] Do you recollect how you were taken?
[Pratt]-- I was kidnapped. I think we took about three weeks to travel towards the sea, when I
was embarked in one of the vessels from Brazil. I remained about three nights before the man-ofwar came alongside.
8245. [Sir E. Buxton.] Was the village in which you lived attacked by a hostile party, and the
people taken and carried away?
[Pratt]-- No, I and a friend went out to set traps for rice birds and other birds in the field, and
then I was kidnapped.
8246. [Chairman.] Do you think there is room for all the liberated Africans now brought to
Sierra Leone to be settled m that country?
[Pratt]-- There is enough ground for agriculture except that we have this difficulty to labour
under, that the produce cannot pay the agriculture; there is no market for the produce.
8247. The produce is a kind of provisions that cannot be sent to this country or to any other
country?
[Pratt]-- We raise more than 500 tons of ginger and other things; but after the trouble of planting
the ginger, and weeding it, and everything, and bringing it to market, we sell it for 1 d. a pound.
8248. It does not repay you for your trouble?
[Pratt]-- It cannot pay for the trouble.
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8249. You cultivate arrow-root in Sierra Leone ?
[Pratt]-- Yes, in any quantity that you want.
8250. Fine white arrow-root?
[Pratt]-- Yes; I would be glad to supply as much as you would be willing to receive for 3d. a
pound at Free Town, and to ship it for you, but the person must pay the freight.
8251. What is the freight per cwt. of arrow-root?
[Pratt]-- I cannot say.
[Mr. Will]-- It is 4l. 10s. for light freight.
8252. (To Mr. Will.) Do you agree generally in what has been stated by Mr. Pratt in reply to the
questions which he has been recently asked?
[Will]-- Yes.”

(See original scans below.)
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